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history was reviewed to show that before 1874
he had been successfully side-tracked for nomi-
nations that he had good reasons to assume
were coming to him. He was regarded as the
prospective successor to Wilson and McCrary
in the first district, but Gear who wanted to be
Congressman used his legislative influence to
throw Mm into the sixth. Later he was de-
feated for the nomination from that district by
Loughridge and Sampson. Again, in the State
convention in 1875 "G-ear and Kirkwood
double-teamed against him, and though he led
on the first ballot, he lost the prize."80

In spite of these repeated disappointments
there were no immediate indications that G-en-
eral "Weaver seriously considered leaving the
Republican party. In January, 1876, he was
described as "in Des Moines, one of Harlan's
chief Lieutenants, foremost among the workers
at the Harlan headquarters", and doing all
that he could to make him again United States
Senator.81

In July The Iowa State Register printed a
card from Weaver in regard to his candidacy
for Congress in the sixth district against Judge
Sampson. He wrote that he had "always con-
ceded the Judge's right to a second nomination,
if his course in Congress was satisfactory to his
constituents. And I now concede his right,
under the two term rule to the nomination, if,